Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 10539 121715Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO BIB-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 
ICAE-00 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 /046 W 

084641 131542Z/41 

R 121701Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1643 
INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 10539 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: BAPTIST YOUTH CONFERENCE 

1 . CONSOFF WAS APPROACHED NEAR HOME ON MAY 7 BY A DELE- 
GATION OF THREE UNREGISTERED BAPTISTS ("INITSIATIVNIKI") 
CONCERNING A MEETING OF BAPTIST YOUTH ORGANIZERS THAT IS 
TO TAKE PLACE IN THE CITY OF ROSTOV-NA-DONU BETWEEN MAY 
10 AND MAY 15. ACCORDING TO THE BAPTIST REPRESENTATIVES, 
WHO DID NOT GIVE THEIR LAST NAMES, SEVERAL DOZEN YOUNG 
PEOPLE ARE EXPECTED FROM MOSCOW, KIEV AND LENINGRAD, AS 
WELL AS THE SOVIET FAR EAST. 

2. THE BAPTISTS REQUESTED THAT THE USG PUBLICIZE THE 
MEETING OVER RADIO FREE EUROPE OR VOICE OF AMERICA TO 
DEMONSTRATE THE STRENGTH OF THE CHURCH IN THE USSR AND 
ITS ATTRACTION TO THE YOUNG. CONSOFF REPLIED THAT HE 
COULD ONLY REPORT THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEETING TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. CONSOFF REFUSED BAPTISTS' 
REQUEST FOR MEETING AT MOSCOW APARTMENT ON MAY 10. 

3. IT APPEARS THAT BAPTISTS HAD RECEIVED CONSOFFS NAME 
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AND ADDRESS FROM THEIR PENTECOSTAL FRIENDS. TOON 
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